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Where it all begins…

• Section 1002.33(6)(b)3a, Florida Statutes: A sponsor shall by a majority vote

approve or deny an application no later that 90 calendar days after the application is

received, unless the sponsor and the applicant mutually agree in writing to

temporarily postpone the vote to a specific date, at which time the sponsor shall by

a majority vote approve or deny the application … If the application is denied, the

sponsor shall, within 10 calendar days after such denial, articulate in writing

the specific reasons based on good cause, supporting its denial of the

application and shall provide the letter of denial and supporting

documentation to the applicant and to the Department of Education.



90-Day Waiver



Notification

Depending on your district’s process, initial notification of  denial may occur in a variety of  ways:

• Face-to-face at a capacity interview

• Phone call 

• Email

• Formal letter

Regardless of the initial method that is used by your district, all applicants having a denied application

must receive the specific reasons, based on good cause, in writing within 10 calendar days.

*Best practice – When preparing the documents to present the committee’s recommendation to your

school board, present the information in such a way that it can easily be converted into a letter

format/supporting documentation and can be sent to the applicant as soon as the school board renders

its decision.



Documentation regarding Board Date and Interview



Option to 

Withdraw

Offering an applicant the option to withdraw the

application has some benefits.

• No additional paperwork!

• No potential appeal!

• Does not go on record as a denial! (applicants like

this ☺)

Sample letter 



Moving forward…

• Section 1002.33(6)(c)1, Florida Statutes states: An applicant may appeal any denial of that

applicant’s application or failure to act on an application to the State Board of Education no

later than 30 calendar days after receipt of the sponsor’s decision or failure to act and

shall notify the sponsor of its appeal. Any response of the sponsor shall be submitted to

the State Board of Education within 30 calendar days after notification of the

appeal…



Denial Letter 20220309075641474.pdf

Notification of  Denial to 

Applicant

http://C:/Users/100151/OneDrive%20-%20Hillsborough%20County%20Public%20Schools/Desktop/FACSA%20Resources/April%2022,%202022/20220309075641474.pdf


Appeal Notification Received…

District Response to Appeal: 

Once the notification of an application appeal is received, your district will have 30 calendar days to

provide a response to the State Board of Education in accordance with the filing procedures as indicated

in Rule 6A-6.0781, Florida Administrative Code.

The response to appeal should include the following:

• Cover letter to the FDOE Charter School Appeal Commission from the Sponsor

• Sponsor’s Argument in Support of Application Denial (20 page maximum)

• Supporting Documentation

• Table of Contents for exhibits/items to support the denial

• Complete Application

• Applicant Notification of Denial

• Board Item and Supporting Evaluator Comments of Application Deficiencies



Sponsor’s 

Response to 

Appeal



From Layman’s Terms to Legalese







6A-6.0781 - Procedures for Appealing a 

District School Board Decision Denying 

Application for Charter School

Filing Procedures:
• 6A-6.0781(1)(a) and (b) describe the process for the applicant

• 6A-6.0781(1)(c) describes the process for the district

• 6A-6.0781(1)(d) and (e) describe the requirements for both parties 

Appeal Procedures: 
• 6A-6.0781(2)(a)-(e) describe the process at the appeal before the Charter School Appeal 

Commission



Add motions and requests for settlement



Preparation Leading up to Day of  Appeal

• Directors may meet with the respective application evaluators whose sections did not meet the

standard to gain a thorough understanding of why that section was denied and which statutes were

not supported.

• Director may meet with the school board attorney to explain/clarify the application deficiencies and

comments from evaluators.

• Director provides the educational, financial and organizational deficiency rationales while the attorney

converts it to “legalese.”



Day of  the Appeal…

Per Rule 6A-6.0781(a)-(e), F.A.C.:

Parties are given at least seven (7) days notice of  the hearing date

• Each party is given a maximum of 10 minutes to allow representatives to summarize the written

arguments previously submitted.

• Each party also receives additional time to address each of the reasons for denial.

• The Charter School Appeal Commission may ask questions of either party to clarify the

documentation presented.

• Upon review of the record on appeal, the oral summaries and consideration of answers to questions

asked the Charter School Appeal Commission proceeds by majority vote to accept or reject the

decision of the school board.

• The Charter School Appeal Commission’s recommendation is sent to the State Board of Education

for consideration.



After the Appeal Date

• The State Board of Education considers the appeal and the Charter School Appeal Commission’s

recommendation at the next scheduled State Board of Education meeting and no later than 90 days

after an appeal is filed.

• Each party has five minutes to summarize their arguments.

• The State Board of Education may ask questions of the each party and approves or denies the appeal



Charter School Appeal Commission

Members:

Commissioner’s Designee
Amanda Gay, FLDOE Assistant General Counsel

Charter School Representatives
Raphael Arza, Educational Consultant, Mountain Moving Strategies, Florida Charter School Alliance

Ashley Barber, Educational Consultant, AB Consulting Services, Florida Charter School Alliance

Osvaldo Garcia, Principal, Passport School, Inc.

Richard Moreno, Executive Director, Charter School Services Corporation

Sponsor Representatives
John-Anthony Boggess, Asst Superintendent, Div. of  Choice and Innovation, School District of  Palm Beach County

Tiffanie Pauline, Assistant Superintendent, Miami-Dade County Public School District

Shana Rafalski, Executive Director, Educational Choices and Innovation, Osceola County Schools

Kia Sweeny-Scott, Senior Director, School Choice Services, Orange County Public Schools



Resources

• http://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/charter-schools/charter-school-appeal/

• http://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/charter-schools/charter-school-appeal/csac-members.stml

• http://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/charter-schools/charter-school-appeal/archived-appeals.stml

• https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0781

• http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-

1099/1002/Sections/1002.33.html

http://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/charter-schools/charter-school-appeal/
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/charter-schools/charter-school-appeal/csac-members.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/charter-schools/charter-school-appeal/archived-appeals.stml
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0781
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.33.html


Thank you, Rhonda Stephanik, for graciously 

allowing me to use your presentation to tell 

Hillsborough County’s story


